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How I WON MY WIF ': by her,and the faot that she ocoupied & | I thoughtto myself she was just na sweet

Y name {s Aungus.
tus Browning. I be.
lieve, at one time, somae
of my friends had seri-
Wl ous fears that I would
never enter the state
of matrimony. At all
ovents, each friend
knew some one who
would make me such
& nice wife, What bad
I done, to be so un.
mercifully persecuted?
But the truth is, I had
- my own idess of a

wife, 1 knew I should

find somewbere in this

great world & woman

bure as s snowdrop and modest ns & dainy,

with & swset voios and dainty ways: with
oyes that might flash, yet be sogiralisa by
8 S‘nt:.}lﬁr ng:.nku;:r of lm:ﬂ uNotwﬂhumdinu

. K prope es of my friends
N;lll:lnnd lf;:}:tr:s‘;{lj& e:nj }nm:lw or .:ul:lltlil
lassedness, The {l(ﬁol will dﬂub!ll.llgll ll?i!n:
- J during this time my ents were
so:g uttons, and my hogiery with more
A ] pm&ar n%ertnm; but such was

. mh . Vail my landlady, being
h".k e thereof. Rhe Was & very nice

seper, and & woman who had seen bet-
st |
m‘f‘h“ o st bhappier m'i.u one

hiomse of her own—a three.story one—in a
plensant street in Islington.

I had breakfast and tes st the house, but
diped in the eity; for, being head clerk in a
large wholesale house, I found it necessary
to look carefully after the interests of my
employers, considering likewise I wan work.
ing for myself, sa I expected to be one of the

ers the next year,

At Mrs, Vail's, my room was the second
floor front, and aflorded me & good view of
all that transpfired in the street; and as I was
not aequainted with my neighbors, not even
knew their names, I used to sit on summer
evenings in a comfortable easy-chair by the
window, smoking fragrant cigars, Imil‘:ling
castles in the air and watohing the oeeupants
over the way,

Bome one st my elbow says: ' Yon ought
to bhave been ashamed of yourself ;" but I do
not know that 1 have ever regrotted it.

1 discoverod that s beautiful girl glided
gracefully sbout the house in drapery that
seemed to envelops her like a delicate sum-
wer cloud. I noticed her little caressin,
ways about the loved ones, snd of course
must have been the * maiden fair to ses
whose voice 1 heard trilling away ss only
birds and maidens can. :

1 nmhl. man ;ho etnc'ﬁrl tnwan n&i m
pay omage to ever of wom
et erahm when 'I.h’i.l pleasure was to be
ent, can you wonder
that I remained at home, nothing else offer-
inf any attraotion ¥

3 m:’tund to aak u&o morning hvho our
neighbors were over the way, whereupon
Mrs, Vol maid: * Oh, that is Mr. Forrest's
house. They have lived there for many
years, for I remember thelr danghter Grace

my evening's ente

hen she was a little woe thi ussd to
ook 00 pueat in her Whith frosk and corals.”

now nsshe was then, if not sweeter, |
1 have heard,” continued Mrs, Vail,
** that when young she was a somnambulist,
but she may Lave got over it, I've not heard
of it Iately. 1'm very little acquainted with
them ; but it's s good thing to know one's
neighoors, in ¢nse of fire or any sccident hap-
pening ;"—which sensible remark finished, I
ronmed in fancy with the besutiful unknown,
while visions of operss and hairbreadth es.
CAPER WETH mingled in delightful confusion.
' Hather a dnn[ger:ml young Iady to marry,
Mrs. Vail," said I, my dream being over.

** Bless me ! you don't think of marrying,
do you, Mr, Hrowning ?"" said she, lookmg
alarmed—I suppose the thought of losing me
was insupportable,

" Well, not at present,” said L.

All day long Ithought of Grace, and imme-
distely after tes sought my room and look-
ing.glass to take un inyentory of my personal
attractions, 1 came to the conclusion that I
WAS & ﬂll‘ld-loukillﬁ fellow, and I'd go in and
win—if I could. ut I must tell you of my-
self, and leave you to judge,

I s ot what the ladics call & loye and a

riect little dear of a man. On the contrary,

am tall, rather stout, with fair complexion,
hazel eyes. and brown hair that, although
out short, will curl in spite of fate; s mou
too womanly for one of the sterner sex, and
teeth that render a smile irresistible. Men
know when they are admired.

I took my st the window, and observed
that the family were moving about, dressed | soon
né if to recelve company, y heart beat fast
with jeslous fear. Perhaps some lover is

expee od; or it might be s marriage.

* Have I, then, wasted my time,” 1 solilo.

quized, ‘* while some miserable fel
Just then, Grave entered the dra:

has
walked In snd borne sway the prize I"

WAS XVER SUCH AN OFPORTUNITY GIVEN A MaAN
opposite, more beautiful than ever, and very

stute of misery as
besto

wed upon Grace. [ waited until every

Was no :}:hpu ".“Grodln :1
{nolined for

struck, thinking of the future and wondering
how I might gain entrance to its, to me, en-
chanting portals. i

1t was past midnight, and I was gazing at

the innumerabls stars shining so far away in

the deep blue heavens, when my attention
wns attracted by the appearance of s ghostly
looking ﬂgurf- ghlling abhout over the roof of
onr opposite neighbor's house,

“*“What, in the patne of common sense, is
that 7' Iaskod mysclf, and rubbed my eyves
to wen if 1T might be dresming, but no, it was
still flitting from one side to the other, as if
senrching ?nr somothing lost, but at Inst caine
to the eave near a chiminey, and depositing »
siall pareel 1o it, turned and glhided away as
swiftly as it lind appeared. remeinbered
Mrs., Vail's words, and resolved that the
woman I intended to Lestow my nagie upon
shionld take no more nocturnal rnlnlhru.
Thinking I bad seen quite enough for one
night, 1 sought wy pillow, snd was soon
Mleep, -

Gluneing at the paper the morning after,
while walting for breakfast, my eve fell on

the following mlvertisement ;

ANy person giving information leading to the
discovery of a full set of coral, taken from the
resldence of Mr. James Forreat, Chestnot street,
Islington, will be lberally rewarded, Apply, Ao,

“*Now," thought I, “ I'll attend to that
little matter myself with all the pleasure in
the world.” The fates were at last propitious.
My actions must Luve been strange, however,
as Mre, Vail kindly inquired if 1 was as well
as usual that morning.

Onoce st my place of business, 1 remarked
that our neighbors over the way, st Isling-
ton, had been robbed the evening but one

previons,
**What | Mr, Jamea Forrest ! ssked omne

of the clerks. ** He is & lawyer, and has got

of the morrow's duties, I sat asif moon- | an office in Moorgate street. He's a fine oLr} tions wers seconded by a blush and smile

chap—got & pretty daughter, and lota
money."

1 decided tp call on Mr. Forrest, and on
reaching his offios found him alone and dis-
engaged, [ introduced myself, and told him
what | had seen, and that from motives of
dolieacy for the young lady T had not men.
tioned it, but I thought I would come and
inform him of my suspicions,

“Thank you heartily," said he. “I can
easily obtain the missing articles ; and if you
like, 1 shall bave great pleasure in introdue.
ing you to my family, If not otherwise en.
gaged, nnlln],mq,» you come over this “'an,]nﬁ."

‘nsn't 1 a bappy fellow on leaving that
offce? Perhaps I didn't cangratiulate myself
that [ was naturally of an inguisitive disposi.
tion. | could npot whistle, of courss, nor
soke o clgar—that was sgninst t'ho law—ao [
walked directly back to my busi trying
not to look too radiant ; but 1 was so kind w
wiy inferiors that the clerks lbonfhl I had
been iubibing, or bad received o logacy.

1 hiwdd never hud ¢ven o passing faney for
any lady of my negnaintance and had thought

(ol women were sbout slike as regarded

beanty., But the name of Grace seemed the
most musical in the world, I repeated it
softly over to myself while dreesing for my
visit, and when ready to go took one more
look in the gluss and called m&l:lf an idiot,
for it occurred to me that admirstion
might be all un one side,

passed the evening I.nhthl presence of
Grace Forreet, and went home more
lessly in love than ever, The days flew by
like ‘& pleasant dream, and every o
found me a welcome visitor at Mr, Forrest's
house. I found the family well informed,
refined and agrecable,

on Sunday, knd then 46 Funoh, whish vt

S A e S

daylight, snd

from Grace that always settled the question,

One evening after ten we adjourned to the
drawing-room, and were chatting pleasantly,
when Mrs. Forrest was ealled from the
to attend to one of the B{auu er mambars
the family ; and soon Mr, Forrest fol
suit as unceremouiously as if I wero an

ond,

Was ever such an opportunity given »
man ? I determined then sond there g know .
my fate.

U Grace," safd I—I had taken the liberty
of addressing her thus before—"" did yo'n‘t
cover the articles purloined from your §
box ¥

““Oh, you saw that, did you? Yes, I
them. bat paps was very quiet about it,
would ssy nothing about the reward.”

© Well," said I, ** I know someihing aboud
that myself ; and if I thought 1 should nod
offend, I might tell you.” .

“1 know paps would not care," said G
* for he I.uhll we to find out, if I could.”

‘1 believe, then," said I, ** that I will
the reward, as I am the man who
your father of their hiding place,"

1 am sure I thank you very much," sald
Grace. ' But the idea of offering you & e

ward ''—
* Ob, I shall claim one!" I interru
ergwin bold, 14 e ihis little band pted,
¥ ou Dow L ] m‘l!'ll.
ahn‘ilm:;n wnu ﬂdiml{d%oﬁ‘q hi;lnl.h n{?‘.:
r Yery nnex s ™ arm
i;rxnd.gtwdu.mdhchud upon my

!dhll Foreet bat1# r::nh S,
ut 1 fo .
o M“md myself it was vmﬁ]




